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new webpage – parental assistance test for 18 and 19 year olds
learn more about the upcoming changes for taiohi applying for a working age benefit

We have created a new webpage on the 

provider website to support kaimahi in 
understanding the upcoming changes. 

From Monday 2 November, young people aged 

will need to complete a Parental Assistance Test 

to be eligible for Jobseeker Support, Jobseeker 

Support Student Hardship, or the equivalent 

Emergency Benefit.

The webpage provides an overview of the 

information being covered in the training 

sessions running from 5 to 22 October.

Check out the webpage here

parental assistance test for 18 and 19 year olds | Youth Service providers
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https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fproviders.youthservice.govt.nz%2Fyp-and-ypp%2Fexit%2Fpat&data=05%7C02%7CJavan.McCauley-Walker036%40msd.govt.nz%7C24c24ec1bdd84e9cb95208df1f33f483%7Ce40c4f5299bd4d4fbf7ed001a2ca6556%7C0%7C0%7C639263980178220625%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jydjv9gKt%2F0T4P5SYwYGCc2quGWfEtiN%2BpboEm6aWBA%3D&reserved=0


supporting taiohi to enrol to vote
resources to help you to support taiohi to enrol 
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Not quite 18 yet? (don’t fear)

If taiohi are 17, they can fill out an enrolment form now. On their 

18th birthday, they’ll automatically be enrolled and be ready to 

vote!

Make sure taiohi are enrolled by 25 October 

For taiohi to vote in this year’s general election, they’ll need to 

enrol by 25 October. 

Enrolled before? It’s a good idea to check if their enrolment 

details are correct – especially if they’ve moved.

Enrol or check you are enrolled here: 

Enrol or update online | Vote NZ

There are two roles for taiohi Māori to choose from 

Learn more about the Māori role and the General role here: 

What is the Māori Electoral Option? | Vote NZ

https://vote.nz/enrolling/enrol-or-update/enrol-or-update-online
https://vote.nz/enrolling/enrol-or-update/enrol-or-update-online
https://vote.nz/enrolling/enrol-or-update/enrol-or-update-online
https://vote.nz/maori-enrolment/about-the-option/about/what-is-the-maori-electoral-option
https://vote.nz/maori-enrolment/about-the-option/about/what-is-the-maori-electoral-option


drop-in session recap: transition to studylink
missed the drop-in or need a refresh? you’re in the right place
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StudyLink is the main provider of tertiary student financial support in Aotearoa New 

Zealand. Taiohi can test their eligibility to receive assistance such as Student Allowance 

and Student Loan when they study. 

Student Allowance is paid weekly to help 

eligible students with their living costs while 

they study.

Taiohi need to:

• meet residency requirements 

• be studying a recognised programme

• be studying full-time

• meet a parental income test (unless 

taiohi are granted an Independent 

Circumstances Allowance).

• meet a personal income test.

Taiohi do not pay this back.

Student Loan can help taiohi meet the costs 

of studying.

Taiohi need to:

• meet residency requirements 

• be studying a recognised programme

• pay this back ​.

The Student Loan can help pay toward:

• compulsory course fees

• course related costs

• weekly living costs.

Independent Circumstances Allowance is available for students under 24 who are not living 

with their parents or receiving financial support from them, where exceptional circumstances 

make it unreasonable for the student to:

• live with their parents, and

• receive financial support from their parents.



drop-in session recap: transition to studylink
missed the drop-in or need a refresh? you’re in the right place
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If taiohi are wanting to apply for StudyLink assistance, 

applications should be submitted by 16 December 2026.

Applying by 16 December gives taiohi the best chance to 

have everything sorted before their course starts. Make 

sure taiohi send in all their information and documents as 

soon as possible.

Helpful links

StudyLink 

No relationship with parents – StudyLink

A - Z of payments - StudyLink

tips for youth coaches

• Plan ahead as much as you can for future exits

• Support their application early by helping get 

documents together (the earlier the better!)

• The Studylink website is very useful for any 

questions taiohi may have.

https://www.studylink.govt.nz/
https://www.studylink.govt.nz/products/a-z-products/student-allowance/no-parents.html
https://www.studylink.govt.nz/products/a-z-products/student-allowance/no-parents.html
https://www.studylink.govt.nz/products/a-z-products/student-allowance/no-parents.html
https://www.studylink.govt.nz/products/a-z-products/
https://www.studylink.govt.nz/products/a-z-products/
https://www.studylink.govt.nz/products/a-z-products/
https://www.studylink.govt.nz/products/a-z-products/
https://www.studylink.govt.nz/products/a-z-products/


upcoming drop-in sessions
drop-in to meet other youth coaches and learn about youth service

We’ve added the drop-in sessions for the rest of the year to the Youth Service website. 

Have a look at what’s coming up: Drop-in sessions | Youth Service providers 

wellness

Tuesday 13 October, 10am

As a youth coach, a huge part of 

your role is looking after the taiohi in 

your service. 

To best look after others it is 

important that you are looking after 

yourself. 

In this session we will be joined by a 

workplace wellness expert to learn 

about some strategies and tools to 

help you look after you.

Join the Teams meeting

education spotlight

Tuesday 20 October, 10am

Join us as we welcome a speaker 

from the Tertiary Education 

Commission, where they’ll discuss 

the Career Practice Hub on Tahatū

Career Navigator.

The hub can help youth coaches with 

access to resources, activities and 

professional support to strengthen 

career practice.

Join the Teams meeting

programme fund

Tuesday 3 November, 10am

Programme Fund can be used to 

help taiohi pay for things that will 

improve their employability, 

education or wellbeing.

It’s for things that will help them 

reach their goals in their Youth 

Service plan that can’t be accessed 

through other payments, like 

hardships.

Join the Teams meeting
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https://providers.youthservice.govt.nz/learning/online-training-schedule/
https://providers.youthservice.govt.nz/learning/online-training-schedule/
https://providers.youthservice.govt.nz/learning/online-training-schedule/
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_Njc5MTQ5MGEtMDQxNC00MTZkLWE3YTEtZDEyYzZhMDhlMmU2%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22e40c4f52-99bd-4d4f-bf7e-d001a2ca6556%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%228177e49c-7513-4206-8a27-22659f68db4f%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_Njc5MTQ5MGEtMDQxNC00MTZkLWE3YTEtZDEyYzZhMDhlMmU2%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22e40c4f52-99bd-4d4f-bf7e-d001a2ca6556%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%228177e49c-7513-4206-8a27-22659f68db4f%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_Njc5MTQ5MGEtMDQxNC00MTZkLWE3YTEtZDEyYzZhMDhlMmU2%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22e40c4f52-99bd-4d4f-bf7e-d001a2ca6556%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%228177e49c-7513-4206-8a27-22659f68db4f%22%7d


providers.youthservice.govt.nz

national_youthservice@msd.govt.nz  

realising the dreams and aspirations 

of youth

tau awhitia te taiohi, ka puta ki te wheiao

https://providers.youthservice.govt.nz/
mailto:national_youthservice@msd.govt.nz

	Slide 1: ratonga taiohi pānui
	Slide 2: new webpage – parental assistance test for 18 and 19 year olds
	Slide 3: supporting taiohi to enrol to vote
	Slide 4: drop-in session recap: transition to studylink
	Slide 5: drop-in session recap: transition to studylink
	Slide 6: upcoming drop-in sessions
	Slide 7

